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On April 16, 2014, the Sewol ferry capsized and sank. The ferry was carrying 476 passen-
gers on that day. Only 182 of them escaped. Among the 294 passengers killed, 245 
were 11th grade students and 14 were teachers from the same high school. Nine of them 

are still missing and have not been returned to their mothers and fathers and sisters and brothers and wives and friends. 

The investigation into this accident has revealed a chain of corruption that allowed this old and illegally re-structured 
ship to freely operate. The bureaucracy of the Korean government overlooked the lax safety regulations and a 
prot-driven industry benetted.

On the early morning of the doomed day, the Sewol ferry departed despite dense fog, 
which prevented all the other vessels from leaving the harbor. At 8:55 am, a desperate 
message was sent from the ferry to the Korean National coast guard. When they arrived at 
9:30 am, the captain and several crews were "rescued" from the sinking ferry, even while 
the passengers - most of whom were high school students - were sitting still in their cabin 
according to the orders they received. During these critical hours, the Korean National 
coast guard waited for a private salvage company to come. At 11 am, one brodcasting 

station even reported that the recue was complete and everyone was safe.

The South Korean government's reaction to this emergency was a total failure. The 
seven-hour absence of the president GH Park around the time of the accident, which might 
have exacerbated the delay in critical decisions that her cabinet had to make, was not fully 
explained despite the incessant requests from the public and the victims' families. More 
importantly, the President and the government have shown their lack of empathy which 
the victims and suvivors most want even more than any monetary forms of compensation.

Imagine those 11th graders who woke up in the early morning with excitement to embark 
on a long-awaited eld trip with their friends and teachers. Imagine 245 teenagers who 
were facing the cold murky water, obediently following the instructions to stay still. 
Imagine a classroom full of empty desks waiting for students who never returned. And 
imagine a school so empty, with students left behind with memories of their beloved 
friends and their favorite teachers.

Two years after the accident, the situation is even more saddening since the victims' families are being intentionally isolat-
ed and marginalized among Korean people. When they want justice, South Korea government shakes money. When they 
demand through investigation for truth, straw men are organized for fake show. When they voices have to be desperate 
and loud, the police violently suppress their marches and shouts. Mass media outlets are no longer interested in their 
voices, and an increasing number of people are feeling tired of the unchanging stories. Many even blame the victims' 
families for the bad economy.
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