
The Sewol Ferry: Three years of tragedy 

Complete salvage and preservation of the ship • Recovery of the missing 
Discovering the truth • Bringing those who are accountable to justice 

On the morning of April 16 2014, the 

MV Sewol, a passenger ferry bound for 

Jeju Island suddenly swerved and started 

to capsize. On board were 476 people, 

mostly second year students from Danwon 

High School who were on a class trip. 

Most of the facts surrounding the cause of 

the sinking and the reason for the failed 

rescue efforts still need to be revealed, 

however over the next few hours the hull 

of the ship disappeared beneath the water with 304 people still inside. All of this was broadcast and 

streamed live to Koreans all over the world. A nation mourned. 

295 of the victims have been recovered and 9 people remain in the ocean. That batch of Danwon 

High students lost 250 of their number. Many of the survivors still suffer from injuries and trauma 

sustained on the day. 

Throughout the aftermath of the tragedy, Park Geun-hye and her administration have obstructed 

all attempts to investigate the cause for the sinking and the failure of the rescue mission. The 

families of the victims have been driven to the streets in an ongoing fight to attain justice for their 

loved ones. They have held hunger strikes, occupied Gwanghwamun Plaza, marched towards the 

presidential Blue House and travelled all over the world to spread their message. 

The action started by the Sewol families 

was a vital  part of the Candlel ight 

R e v o l u t i o n ,  w h i c h  l e d  t o  K o r e a ’s 

parl iament voting to impeach Park 

Geun-hye and the Constitutional Court 

upholding the vote. Five hours after this 

decision was finalised, plans to recover the 

Sewol was announced by the government. 

2.  The Sewol re-emerges from the sea on March 23 2017, 1073 days 
after it sank.(Photo from Hankyoreh)

1. The Sewol, as it sank. (Photo from News Tapa)



Complete salvage and preservation of the ship • Recovery of the missing 
Discovering the truth • Bringing those who are accountable to justice 

• The Sewol, the most important piece of 

evidence for the investigation is currently in 

the process of being pulled out of the ocean. 

The salvage mission has been repeatedly pushed back 

and using the excuse of salvaging the ship, over 100 

holes have been made 

in the ship. The families of the missing passengers are 

terrified that this may result in their loved ones being 

lost forever. 

• The impeached Park administration and the 

politicians that supported it have actively hindered 

the work of the Sewol Special Investigation 

Team. They and all related governmental departments 

refused to hand over key documents that were 

required for the investigation, forced the team to cut 

their duration of activity short and submitted multiple 

amendments to the Sewol Special Law, which caused 

additional delays to the Team’s work. 

What the Sewol Families want: 

1.  Undamaged and timely recovery of the Sewol and recovery of the nine who are yet to 

be recovered. 

1.  A new special law that guarantees a special investigation team with the power to 

investigate, question and prosecute. 

1.  A special prosecutor investigation that includes the Blue House and NIS. 

1.  To find the truth of the Sewol Ferry Tragedy and punish those who are responsible. 

1.  Support and recovery of the reputations of the victims of the Sewol Ferry Tragedy  

(victims and family, recognition of part-time teachers as having died on the job, civilian 

divers). 

1.  To create a safer society, where their heartache will not be repeated. 

3.  Portraits of the nine passengers who are still awaiting 
recovery.


