
It has been three years since MV Sewol sank, taking the lives 
of 304 individuals, mostly schoolchildren on a field-trip. 
During this period, the South Korean government has time 
after time failed to address the numerous questions 
surrounding the incident and neglected the victims’ families.  

It is all too often we see governments suppress free media and 
cover up incidents. A government that obscures the truth and 
manipulates its citizens is a corrupt government, and a nation 

headed by a corrupt government seldom contributes to, and 
frequently has a bad influence on global affairs.  

The United Kingdom has a reputation for being proactive in 
human rights issues, and Trafalgar square is renowned as a 
place for the freedom of expression. Hence we are here today 
in Trafalgar Square at the heart of the United Kingdom, as 
global citizens, to express our distress at the underlying social 
and political problems exposed by the incident. 
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Third Anniversary of Sewol Disaster, South Korea



Things are happening quickly in South Korea. There are 
reasons to be optimistic, but not to be complacent. We must 
keep pressure on candidates in the coming presidential 
election and the subsequent government to bring about a 
thorough independent inquiry and build a safer Korea. Our 
protests in London every third Saturday will continue until the 
Sewol families have truly been served justice. 

We sincerely hope that through these peaceful demonstrations, 
our efforts will be in solidarity with those around the world 
who express their discontent with corruption and injustices 
that needlessly plague our society.

To the Government of South Korea, we demand the following: 

1. To take responsibility and reveal the truth behind the 
sinking of MV Sewol  

2. To explain why it took 1073 days to salvage the vessel  

3. To investigate the role of former president Park Geun Hye, 
who was recently impeached and arrested on charges of 
criminal corruption in office. 

4. To establish a new Special Investigation Commission on the 
Sewol Ferry Disaster  

5. To recover the bodies of the 9 individuals unaccounted for 
(as of 12 April 2017)

NEXT EVENTS

25 April 2017 

Free Screening of SEWOL documentary + Q&A with Director 
Ok-hee Jeong

Deptford Cinema, 39 Deptford Broadway, London SE8 4PQ

Door opens at 7pm for 7:30pm screening

20 May 2017

‘Stay Put’ Sewol silent protest 

Trafalgar Square

2pm - 4pm
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